
Changes to Lab Test Billing at MHC
Important Notice

Effective June 16, 2025, Manitoulin Health Centre will begin billing
patients directly for laboratory tests not covered by the Ontario Health
Insurance Plan (OHIP).

While OHIP covers the majority of lab tests, some specialized or non-
routine tests are uninsured.

What you need to know:
Patients will be informed of any charges before uninsured tests are
collected.

Any uninsured tests collected will be billed to the patient at the time
of service.

mhc.on.ca/our-patient-services/out-patient-services/laboratory

For a comprehensive list of uninsured
lab tests and Frequently Asked

Questions, please visit our website:



Effective June 16, 2025, Manitoulin Health Centre will begin billing patients directly
for laboratory tests not covered by the Ontario Health Insurance Plan (OHIP).
While OHIP covers the majority of lab tests, some specialized or non-routine tests
are uninsured.

FAQ:
1. Do I have to have an uninsured test done? 
No, you have the right to refuse. We strongly recommend discussing this with your healthcare
provider. Please notify Laboratory staff if you decline.

2. Can the cost be reimbursed by my private health insurance? 
Every plan is different. Please check with your insurance provider before your lab test. A receipt
will be provided for your submission.

3. How can I pay for my test? 
Payment is due at the hospital’s Admitting Desk at the time of service. An 
invoice will be mailed if payment is not received.

4. How can I find out the prices for uninsured tests?
A full list of uninsured tests and their costs is available on our website:
 mhc.on.ca/our-patient-services/out-patient-services/laboratory 

5. Why are some blood tests not covered by OHIP?
In Ontario, both individuals with and without the Ontario Health Insurance Plan may encounter
blood tests that are not covered by the insurance. This lack of coverage stems from a few key
reasons.

Firstly, some blood tests are considered non-essential or elective, meaning they are not
deemed medically necessary for diagnosis or treatment. These can include tests for specific
vitamins, minerals, or elective screenings that individuals choose to undergo without a doctor's
recommendation. OHIP generally covers tests that are essential for diagnosing or treating a
medical condition.

Secondly, advancements in medical technology have led to the development of highly
specialized and advanced tests, often at the forefront of medical research. These tests may
not be covered by OHIP as they are not yet widely recognized as standard practice or their
efficacy and necessity might still be under evaluation.

Thirdly, the policy guidelines of OHIP, which are subject to change over time, determine which
tests are covered. These guidelines are often influenced by budgetary constraints, cost-
effectiveness analyses, and evolving medical standards. As a result, some tests may fall
outside the scope of coverage.

Lastly, some tests are part of private healthcare services, such as those offered by executive
health programs or for specific occupational requirements. These specialized tests are usually
not covered by OHIP as they are considered beyond the scope of general public health care.
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Effective June 16, 2025, Manitoulin Health Centre will begin billing patients directly for
laboratory tests not covered by the Ontario Health Insurance Plan (OHIP). Please see a list
of common lab tests not insured by OHIP. 
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For a comprehensive list of uninsured lab tests and Frequently Asked Questions, please scan the QR code or
visit our website: https://www.mhc.on.ca/our-patient-services/out-patient-services/laboratory


